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GUIDELINE STATEMENT:
A. This guideline describes timing and treatment of Long Bone Fractures in Multi-injured
Patient Guideline

PHYSICIAN CLINICAL JUDGEMENT SUPERSEDES THIS GUIDELINE

PROCEDURE:

1. Traction splint will be removed in the emergency as soon as clinically possible for
patients presenting with pre-hospital traction splint in place

2. Femoral shaft fractures will be placed into Bucks Traction upon patient arrival to the
emergency department with consultation of orthopedics

3. Injured patients with tibia shaft and humerus fractures will be stabilized with long/short
leg and posterior long arm/sugar tong splints in the emergency department

4. Polytrauma patients with long bone fractures will be assessed for medical stability and
injuries prior to proceeding to the operating room for fracture stabilization.

5. Polytrauma patients with long bone fractures will be discussed with the trauma/SICU
service along with neurosurgery service to determine:

Is the patient stable for the OR
Is the patient appropriate for definitive fixation or damage control

6. Stabilization of femur and tibia fractures should occur within 24hrs of admission, based
on stability of patient.
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